THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF HIGHTSTOWN

Welcomes You!
visit us at www.hightstownpres.org
Contact: Sheri Devlin info@hightstownpres.org

We are a warm, inviting Christian community where you are welcome.
God’s grace is present here in inspiring worship experiences and challenging
learning opportunities, equipping us to love and serve our neighbors as
Christ commanded, as well as to laugh and play together.
We believe that the Christian faith should
be lived rather than memorized. God
grants us the freedom to ask difficult
questions about God, about our
world, and about how we are to
live out our faith to the fullest.
Wherever you are along your journey
through life, our triune God is present
in and through this community of faith
to give encouragement and support, rest
and refreshment, joy and laughter, inspiration
and challenge.

What We Believe
As Presbyterians, some of the principles articulated during the protestant reformation by John Calvin remain
the core of our beliefs today. Among these are...
♦♦ The priesthood of all believers
It is everyone’s job–clergy and lay people–to share this good news with the world. That is why the Presbyterian church is
governed at all levels by a combination of clergy and ordained laity, men and women alike.
♦♦ Justification by grace through faith
Our salvation through Jesus is God’s generous gift to us and not the result of our own accomplishments. Grace can be seen as
God’s love pursuing us and calling us into a relationship of love with God in Christ.
♦♦ The authority of scripture
The church confesses the scriptures, both the Old and New Testaments, to be the word of God written, witnessing to God’s
self-revelation. For Presbyterians, the bible is the means by which Christian believers come to
understand how God has been present with humanity since the beginning of time and is
present in our world today. By studying the scriptures we can begin to know of God’s
faithfulness, constant love and eternal goodness. We are not biblical literalists or
fundamentalists, but we believe the bible is the inspired word of God. We rely
on our heads (understanding the history, the form of literature, the context for
particular scriptures) and our hearts as we listen to scripture.
♦♦ The sovereignty of God
We believe that the triune God, creator, Christ and holy spirit, is the supreme
authority throughout the universe.

A Brief Overview Of Our Weekly Happenings
Sunday

9:15am Sunday School for Adults
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship Service
6:00–7:30pm Youth Group (Youth in grades 6–12)

Church Office Hours

Office hours are Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10:00am-3:00pm, Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am-2:00pm
For an appointment with Pastor Lisa, please call the office at 609-448-0055 or email lisa.day@hightstownpres.org.

Mondays

4-5:30pm Community Dinner served in our Fellowship Hall
7:00pm Art Ministry

Tuesdays

Committee meetings are held on Tuesday nights

Wednesdays

5:00-7:00pm Kids Club
7:15pm Bell Choir
8:15pm Adult Choir

Contact Information
The First Presbyterian Church of Hightstown
320 North Main Street, Hightstown, NJ 08520
phone: 609-448-0055
fax: 609-448-8634
email: info@hightstownpres.org
website: www.hightstownpres.org
faceBook: facebook.com/hightstownpres

Staff Emails

Pastor, Lisa M. Day.................................................. lisa.day@hightstownpres.org
Director of Christian Education, Mary Maleski.... mmaleski@hightstownpres.org
Music Director, Debbie Nemeth-Tarby................. music@hightstownpres.org
Children & Youth Music Director........................... kidsmusic@hightstownpres.org
Office Manager, Sheri Devlin.................................. sdevlin@hightstownpres.org
Communications Director, Dave Teich................. communications@hightstownpres.org

Christian Education

All Christian Ed programs run from September to May

Contact: Mary Maleski
mmaleski@hightstownpres.org

It is the vision of the CE committee to establish programs that bring to life
Christ’s teachings. We believe in an environment that welcomes and nurtures
everyone from the youngest to the oldest.

Sunday School

9:15am Sundays
The children can have fun with art, science and other hands on experiences
that will bring scripture to life. Be assured they won’t want to miss one
week!

Sunday School for Adults

9:15 am Sundays in Kendall Lounge
The adult Sunday school class enjoys studies varying in content. Topics
include but are not limited to biblical studies, social justice issues, prayer, and
spiritual development.

Small Group Studies
Dessert and Discussion

6:30–8:00pm Saturday Nights, three times yearly
This informal gathering enjoys dessert and conversation with a guest speaker on a variety of subject
areas. In the past the group has discussed books, Cuba: then and now, and biblical studies.

Conversation with the Word

7:00pm on the third Saturday of each month. This small group gathers in the sanctuary and
reads scripture, then discusses the reading: what it means to them or how it affects them.
The conversation begins with The Word but takes on a life of its own. The gathering typically
lasts 1½ to 2 hours.

Kids Club
5:00–7:00pm Wednesdays
Children four years through 6th grade come together weekly for dinner games, crafts, stories,
music and fun. It is a place where a warm and loving foundation is built, creating the presence of
heaven here on earth. All will receive unconditional love and affirmation, and as a community we learn
to serve together as God bearers in the world. Kids Club is a LOGOS program.

Youth Group

6:00–7:30pm in Fellowship Hall
Youth in grades 6–12 are invited to gather weekly for games, fellowship, conversation, and a brief
devotional. Yearly events include community service and outreach, community building activities,
biblical conversations, as well as a yearly retreat in the spring. Each year high school youth
are invited to attend a Mission Trip. The youth have traveled as far as a Native American
Reservation in Canada and as near as our own backyard. Topics of conversations include,
but are not limited to, their faith, movies, music, and the world in which they live. All
denominations are invited to attend. The group does not meet on holidays (which includes
Mother’s Day).

Advent Pageant
The Advent Pageant is held the second Sunday in Advent. Children ages 3 years and older
are invited to participate in the pageant as they share the story of Christmas with music,
storytelling, dance, and song. Practices begin in October. All children of the community are
invited to participate and celebrate the Christmas story!

Vacation Bible School
The first full week of August each year First Presbyterian hosts a community Vacation Bible School. This week
long program begins daily at 9:00am and concludes at 12:00 noon. It is a local favorite, with children gathering to play games, sing,
enjoy art and science and learn a new Bible story each day. We encourage children 3 years old through 6th grade to sign up early
for this popular Summer program.

Worship

Worship at First Presbyterian

Contact: Tom Walton worship@hightstownpres.org

As you enter the church you will be welcomed by our greeters, and ushers will guide you to the
sanctuary and provide you with worship bulletins. The worship service starts at 10:30am
and usually lasts about an hour.
In worship we acknowledge God present in the world and in our lives, and we are
transformed and renewed. Worship is an activity in which members care for each other
and the quality of their lives inside and outside the church.
Worship is the center of our life together, a relationship with
God, individual and community. We have an energetic
worship service–relaxed, comfortable and informal at times.
Scripture readings are guided by the seasons of the church
year and conditions in the world, and sermons present the
gospel with simplicity and clarity.
We are an intergenerational community of faith–people from diverse backgrounds. We
are deliberately flexible in our style of worship, using inclusive language in order to live our love
of God and neighbor with the most open vision in worship.
Prayer is at the heart of worship, and may be spoken, sung, or offered in silence. It is an opening
of the self to God, receiving and responding, speaking and listening, waiting and acting in the
presence of God. During the service the congregation has the opportunity to offer up prayers of joy
and concern.
The sanctuary facilitates ease of gathering and generates a sense of community. Through spoken word,
art and music ministries, the richness of color, form and sound is brought into the act of worship, uniting the congregation and
engaging the whole self.

Children and Worship
Worship services include a time for children about 10 minutes into the service, in which a short, age-appropriate message is given
as the children gather at the front of the sanctuary. Following the time for children, children of every age are always welcome to
remain in worship. Families may also choose…
♦♦ Loving, professional care for infants and toddlers in our nursery.
♦♦ Children pre-k (potty-trained) through 1st grade are invited to children & worship in the multi-purpose room where they are
invited to leave the sanctuary and experience the wonder and mystery of God in a worship center developed for their spiritual
growth. The use of a storytelling format and multi-sensory activities, help the children hear and respond to the word with a
sense of belonging and understanding.
♦♦ Children 2nd grade and higher are welcome to remain in worship. There are worship bags
in the Narthex with activities for them.

Intergenerational Worship
Once a month (generally the fourth Sunday)
we celebrate intergenerational worship.
This lively, interactive service for the
whole church family features children
and youth among the worship
leaders, and often includes creative
elements such as drama, dance and
movement. This is a particularly
good service to invite friends and
neighbors with children–or those who
miss having children in their lives.

Communion
Communion is served the first Sunday of each month. All are welcome at the table at which
Christ is the host. We use grape juice and always have gluten free options so that all may
partake.

Baptism
Baptism is the sign and seal of incorporation into Christ, and the sign and symbol of inclusion
in God’s grace and covenant with the church. We baptize infants and children, as a witness
to the truth that God’s love claims people before they are able to respond in faith. We baptize
youth and adult believers upon their own profession of faith as witness to the truth that God’s
gift of grace calls for fulfillment in a response of faithfulness. Baptism of infants and children, as
it is a covenant of belonging to community, is reserved for the children of members of the church.
If there are good reasons to do so, requests from a Christian parent who is an active member of another
congregation can be made. All requests for baptism should be made to Pastor Lisa, and must be approved by the session.

Worship in the Sanctuary
Worship times
9:15am Christian education
10:30am worship service in the sanctuary
11:30am coffee hour in Fellowship Hall
Summer Schedule
From June through Labor Day weekend there is no Christian Education
Worship in the sanctuary moves to 10:00am

Days and Seasons

We have a number of special services throughout the church year:
♦♦ Celebration Sunday
♦♦ Anniversary Sunday
♦♦ World Communion Sunday
♦♦ Children’s Sabbath Sunday
♦♦ Christmas Eve child-friendly service at 5:00pm
♦♦ Candlelight Christmas Eve service at 11:00pm
♦♦ Ash Wednesday soup supper and worship with communion and the
imposition of ashes
♦♦ Palm Passion Sunday
♦♦ Maundy Thursday soup supper and worship with communion
♦♦ Easter
♦♦ Pentecost
♦♦ Worship in the park
We join with our neighbors in ecumenical or interfaith services on the following occasions:
♦♦ Martin Luther King Jr. interfaith service, hosted by the WHAM
(Windsor Hightstown Inter-Faith Ministerium)
♦♦ Easter sunrise service: 6:30am On the shores of Peddie
Lake (behind the First Baptist Church of Hightstown)
we gather with Christians from other churches for a
30 minute service to celebrate resurrection joy.
♦♦ Summer communion services: on the first Sundays
of July (First Baptist), August (here) and September
(First United Methodist) we join with our siblings in
faith from the Methodist and Baptist congregations
for worship and communion
♦♦ Thanksgiving interfaith service (the Sunday before
Thankgiving)

Mission
Contact: Dilys Henninger mission@hightstownpres.org

Twenty percent of our pledges are designated for mission. The mission
committee is searching constantly for causes, needs and organizations to
support with donations, prayer and/or labor. Input from the congregation to
identify new causes is encouraged.
Dedication to mission and outreach activities has always been central to our
faith. Across our 150-year history, we have supported missionaries in Africa,
China, Korea, Venezuela, Iran, Tibet, Brazil, Chile and Thailand. Our overseas
relief efforts have also included participating in one
great hour of sharing since 1953, sending
blankets through church world service
since 1968 and racking up the miles in the
crop walk since 1974. We currently support
mission co-workers in Western Africa,
Thailand and our newest partners working to
fight human trafficking in the Philippines.
Our mission activities also extend to worthy causes here at home in the United
States, including working with programs such as Habitat For Humanity, Campus
Ministry, and Compassionate Friends. Our Senior High
Youth Group has continued this tradition through
their mission trip over the last several years, giving
tirelessly of their time and spirit in such areas as
Alaska, Mexico, Ohio, and North Carolina.
Our commitment to service extends to a local
level as well, as we support the Better Beginnings
Child Development Center, which we helped to
found in 1974, provide gifts to individuals facing difficult
circumstances through the stop gap fund, support RISE, and invite
neighbors to a community dinner each Monday in partnership with RISE
and the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen.
In addition to financial support, we are eager to develop hands-on mission partnerships with
local, national and international groups. We recently celebrated the successful conclusion to a mission
partnership with the Western Presbytery of Ghana, where we worked together with our Presbyterian
partners in Ghana to help fund and construct a health clinic, well, and residence for health care workers in a remote village. More
than 2 dozen members and friends of the congregation made 5 trips to Ghana to establish and work on this partnership.

Music

Contact: Debbie Tarby music@hightstownpres.org
Kids Music kidsmusic@hightstownpres.org

Music at First Presbyterian

Song is a response which engages the whole self in prayer. Song unites the faithful in
common prayer wherever they gather for worship, whether in church, home, or other
special place. The covenant people have always used the gift of song to offer prayer.
Psalms were created to be sung by the faithful as their response to God. Though
they may be read responsively or in unison, their full power comes to expression
when they are sung. In addition to psalms the church in the new testament
sang hymns and spiritual songs. Through the ages and from varied cultures,
the church has developed additional musical forms for congregational
prayer.
Book of order 2013-2015

Bell Choir
7:15pm Wednesdays
The symphonic sounds
of the handbell choir
summon us, delight us,
and enhance worship.
Ages range from high school
through adult. Come join us!

Adult Choir
8:15pm Wednesdays
Adult Choir enhances worship through a program of sacred music that
ranges from ancient to modern, ornate to simple, old to new. We prepare
musical offerings for worship that are transformational and display the unity
of the Spirit. High school age singers are welcome to join.

Praise Band
Third Sunday of the month
The praise band incorporates nontraditional music into worship, from U2 and Tom Waits
to contemporary Christian artists. They range in age from junior high to adult. Come and play
with us!

Kids Music
Music opportunities are part of all of our children’s programs.
Sunday school each week begins with music and Kids Club has
a large musical piece. Children learn old and new songs,
experiment with instruments, and enjoy a variety of
movement activities. They sing in Worship monthly
and participate in the Advent Pageant. Our desire
is to create a love for music and develop in the
children another way to connect with the Lord.

Advent Pageant
The Advent Pageant is held annually on a
Sunday evening in early December in the
sanctuary, together with an Advent dinner.
All children are invited to participate as actors,
singers, or helpers.
Rehearsals are held during Kids Club starting
in October.

Art Ministry
Contact: Anne Willis artministry@hightstownpres.org

Graphic communication is emerging as an essential element of worship services.
Our sanctuary installation work encompasses several
projects throughout the church year. We
have built a team of members who
conceptualize, design, and execute
works of visual, graphic and
decorative art that enhance
the quality of worship,
communication and even
healing within the church,
by direct involvement
in creating the worship
environment. It serves a need
for more inclusive, engaging,
and contemporary worship
activity, and appeals to a broader
and younger demographic of members.
Projects are timed to coincide with seasonal and
church calendar events. The sanctuary and
Narthex are the areas we focus on.
The general structure of the projects
is an initial concept session focusing on a liturgical theme. Reflection
and personal expression are developed into a design concept.
Subsequent sessions allow for detailed planning, execution and
installation.
The team meets Monday
nights at 7:00pm.
Anyone is welcome
to join us, either
to participate,
ask questions
or observe.

Deacons
Contact: Christine Vincent deacons@hightstownpres.org

The ministry of Deacon as set forth in scripture is one of compassion, witness, and
service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick,
the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures,
or anyone in distress. If you have a particular need, joy or concern, your Deacons are
here to help. If you prefer, Pastor Lisa Day or Deacon Moderator Christine Vincent
can pass along your information.

Care Areas
♦♦ Birth, adoption, baptism
♦♦ Meals/rides/practical assistance
♦♦ Illness & hospitalization
♦♦ Prayer ministry
♦♦ Homebound visitation/long term illness
♦♦ Young adults
♦♦ Home communion

Mobility: Transportation and Home Communion
The Pastor and Deacons will bring home communion to anyone unable to attend worship
on the first Sunday of the month. Please let Pastor Lisa Day, Deacon Moderator Christine
Vincent or any Deacon or elder know that you or a family member desire communion at
home or in the hospital.
If mobility or lack of transportation makes
participating in the full life of the church
difficult, the Deacons are here to help.
Questions about anything? Contact
Deacon Moderator Christine Vincent.
If you have a particular need, joy or
concern, your Deacons are here to help.

Meet our Team
Reverend Lisa Day
Lisa began serving with us in october 2014. She is a second career Pastor, having
worked for twenty years as a public interest lawyer, serving low income clients
and persons with disabilities in Los Angeles and Philadelphia. She was ordained
as a Presbyterian elder in her early 20s in Los Angeles, and just over 20 years
later was ordained as a teaching elder (minister of word and sacrament).
Lisa served for 7 1/2 years as associate Pastor for congregational care and
older adult ministries at Swarthmore Presbyterian Church before being
called to serve at First Presbyterian Church of Hightstown. Lisa has lived
in Mercer County since moving to New Jersey in 1990, living in Ewing and
Lawrenceville before moving to Hightstown.
Lisa graduated from Occidental College in Los Angeles, and received
her J.D. From UCLA School of Law. In 2007, she received her Mdiv from
Princeton Theological Seminary. She grew up on Guam, daughter to a Navy
pilot father and middle school guidance counselor mother. She is the proud
single mother to three adult children, Elizabeth, Hannah and Joseph Donoghue.
Lisa loves word games, board games, richly drawn television dramas, independent
films and the Phillies.
Lisa says, “In me, you will find a Pastor with a passion for fostering inter-generational
relationships through shared learning, worship and fellowship; who appreciates the gifts,
perspectives and good company of folks of all ages, abilities and cultures; who has a heart for social justice and ministry and for
discovering what God is already up to in the neighborhood; who is unafraid to walk with those in the parts of our faith journey
marked by lament and doubt; and who is open to discovering and nurturing the God-given gifts of all people.”

Mary Maleski
Mary Maleski is our director of Christian Education and has been a member of our church
staff since august 2005. Prior to joining us, Mary’s experience included teaching
preschool at Play & Learn, and working as the Christian Educator for the First
Presbyterian Church of Bordentown. She graduated from the College Of New Jersey
with a degree in Early Childhood/Elementary Ed. In 2005, upon the completion
of her coursework/exams at Princeton Theological Seminary, she celebrated her
new title–Certified Christian Educator, which is the highest level of certification
recognized in the PC(USA) for Christian educators.

Sheri Devlin
Sheri Devlin is our Office Manager. She has
been a member of the church since 2001,
has taught Sunday school for 15 years
and is the Kids Club Coordinator. Sheri
was previously employed by Princeton
University at Firestone Library for 10 years
before taking time off to raise her children.
Since then, she has been helping out in the office as
needed. She is a Hightstown native, with strong ties to this community. Sheri lives in
Hightstown with her husband, 5 children, 2 dogs and 2 cats.

Debbie Nemeth-Tarby
Debbie Tarby is our Music Director. She comes to us with deep faith, great skills and a big heart.
She has over 25 years’ experience as a church music director, directing and founding a number
of vocal and bell choirs, playing the organ, and leading music programs of various sizes, ages
and skill levels. She also brings the gifts of an experienced music educator.
Debbie extends this invitation, welcoming “congregants of all ages to sing and play
instruments. I assure you that participation in church music will draw you closer to God
and church life.”

Outreach
Contact: Jeannette Schneider outreach@hightstownpres.org

The Outreach Committee’s Mission is to answer God’s call to do God’s work and build Christ’s ministry:
♦

To bring good news to the poor

♦

To proclaim the release to the captives

♦

To bring recovery of sight to the blind

♦

To let the oppressed go free

♦

To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace...Amen.
Outreach meets the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm,
where we brainstorm and discuss ideas on how to reach out to our
brothers and sisters within the community and beyond to share the
good news of Christ’s love for all.

The Outreach team, along with numerous volunteers, participates in the annual Hightstown Memorial Day Parade, the
Hightstown Harvest Festival, the Latino Festival, and Family Movie Night.
We help with the new members’ class coordination and welcome new faces among our ever-growing church family. All this of
course has been possible and continues to be possible only through the great partnership with other committees. Outreach enjoys
a very close collaboration with the Christian Education committee and the Art Ministry. Come join us and get involved! Share the
gifts God has given you with our neighbors within and beyond our community.

Fellowship

Welcome to our church family!

Contact: Joanne Bini fellowship@hightstownpres.org

Do you like potlucks, picnics, dinners, crock pot cookoffs, Christmas caroling, seeing baseball
games, various trips or getting to know the people of your church family? Enjoy treats with your
coffee after church? This is what fellowship has to offer throughout the year. Part of faith
is sharing and getting to know each other. We are part of a church family. Come join us!
Fellowship welcomes one and all!

Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall is a large, friendly, well-lit common room with a fully equipped kitchen,
tables and chairs, notice boards and facilities for movie or slide projection.
Coffee hour is a special time in our church, and a sign of the
health of our congregation as members stay for an hour
or more following most services. Coffee and snacks
are provided by volunteer members who sign up to
host. There is a signup sheet in Fellowship Hall.
The fellowship committee provides special goodies at
several of the year’s coffee hour times. A baked potato bar, muffin, chocolate,
and ice cream Sundays are some of the notable events at coffee hour
throughout the year.

Fellowship Activities
Throughout the year, fellowship supports the church with meals, activities and
events.

Breaking Bread
We celebrate Advent with a potluck dinner, gather for Ash Wednesday and
Maundy Thursday soup suppers, and enjoy a picnic at church in the park on a Sunday
early in June.

Secret Sisters
A program among the women in the church to care for and
pray for a sister in Christ anonymously. The program lasts for 6 months.

All-Church Events
A Gathering Sunday picnic marks the start of the church year, and a luncheon
brings us together at the annual meeting in January.
In addition, we gather for Christmas caroling to church families, a crockpot
cook off competition, a Trenton Thunder baseball game in July, and
numerous small group activities.

